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pitch that, when the war ended, the craving for revenge, being
unsatisfied, took the shape of the demand that Germany
should pay for her guilt. Evety economist realised the folly
of the demand. Lord Keynes, in Economic Consequences of
the Peace, 1919, gave arguments that should have convinced
any reasonable man that the reparations would only harm
the Allies; but people whose minds had been warped by
wrong literature could not understand. To demand repara-
tions was bad economics and worse politics; but vain were
the attempts of the ministers and economists to apply the
brakes on the mighty movement started by the very pen
they had foolishly employed !
But the politicians of Europe learned no lesson from this
mistake. German politicians committed the same error.
Mein Kampf was the typical and culminating product.
Shakespeare tells us that Antony who used lies as part of
political propaganda came to believe his own lies. The worst
victim of propaganda is the propagandist himself. That was
what happened to Hitler. Churchill has confessed that
Hitler would have won the war if he had not attacked Russia.
But how could the author of Mein Kampf outgrow the
delusion that he had been chosen by God to crush Russia ?
When the imagination, stimulated by literature, pulls in
one direction, and when reason pulls in the opposite direc-
tion, imagination wins. Literature goes straight to the
deeper mind of man which has access to the hidden source
of energy and controls the superficial layer called reason.
Literature can work wonders. I know persons cured of
various diseases by the reading of certain books. The explana*-
tion of this phenomenon in India is that a book invokes some
particular deity. A book, as it were, opens the flood-gates df
some mighty supra-personal mind. A good book conjures
Christ, a bad book, Satan and war. More powerful than
atomic energy is atmic energy, the energy of the soul. If it
is necessary to control atomic bombs, it is equally necessary
to control atmic bombs, namely, books.
False priestcraft is creeping Into the realm of literature.
Tennyson placed his arguments before his readers; but the
modern writer does not, for example, state why he believes
that money-lenders are responsible for the misery of